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TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 177021 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH, JA 

SUBJECT: SPENT FUEL STORAGE CAPACITY 

REFERENCE: TOKYO 10801 

1 . NRC DIVISION OF OPERATING REACTORS HAS PROVIDED 
FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON REFTEL. 

2. ON FULL CORE STORAGE CAPACITY OF U.S. OPERATING PLANTS, 

IT IS TRUE THAT NRC DOES NOT REQUIRE UTILITIES TO MAINTAIN 
A FULL CORE STORAGE AVAILABILITY, BECAUSE ITS IMPACT IS 
CONSIDERED TO BE PRIMARILY ECONOMIC AND IS THEREFORE MAINLY 
AN OPERATIONAL CONSIDERATION. AT PRESENT, THE MAJORITY OF 
PLANTS HAVE THE FULL CORE STORAGE CAPACITY AND MOST OF THEM 
ARE FURTHER EXPANDING THEIR FUEL STORAGE CAPACITY. FOR 
THOSE PLANTS WITHOUT FULL CORE STORAGE CAPACITY, ALL ARE IN 
THE PROCESS OF EXPANDING THEIR FUEL STORAGE FACILITIES. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 177021 

NRC RECOGNIZES THAT THERE ARE SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGES RELATED 
TO OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE REDUCTION AND THEREFORE ENCOURAGES 
MAINTENANCE OF A FULL CORE STORAGE CAPACITY. 

3. ON FULL VESSEL INSPECTION, ASME SECTION XI CODE ALLOWS 
REACTOR VESSEL INSPECTION TO BE PERFORMED AT OR NEAR THE 
END OF 10 YEARS INSPECTION INTERVAL. THE MAIN REASON FOR 
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DEFERRING THIS INSPECTION IS NOT BECAUSE THERE IS NO FULL 
CORE STORAGE CAPACITY; RATHER, IT IS CONSIDERED ACCEPTABLE 
TO POSTPONE THIS INSPECTION UNTIL THE END OF THE 10- YEAR 
INTERVAL TO BE CONCURRENTLY PERFORMED WITH THE INSPECTION 
OF REACTOR VESSEL INTERNALS. 

4. ON NOZZLE AND FLANGE INSPECTION, ASME SECTION XI CODE 
SPECIFIES THAT EVERY 3-1/3 YEARS, A MINIMUM OF 25 OF ALL 
NOZZLE-TO-SHELL AND FLANGE WELDS MUST BE INSPECTED SO THAT, 
AFTER 10 YEARS, ALL THE NOZZLE-TO-SHELL WELDS AND FLANGE 
WELDS WILL BE INSPECTED AT LEAST ONCE, NOT, REPEAT NOT, 

ONCE EVERY THREE YEARS AS STATED IN REFTEL. THERE IS NO 
DIFFERENCE IN TERMS OF NUMBER OF TIMES INSPECTED PER 10- 
YEAR INTERVAL BETWEEN THE VESSEL AND NOZZLE AND FLANGE 
INSPECTION. ALL WELDS REQUIRED TO BE INSPECTED ARE 
INSPECTED AT LEAST ONCE DURING THE 10- YEAR INTERVAL. 

5. NRC REQUESTS EMBASSY PASS ABOVE INFO TO JAPANESE 
SOONEST FOR CLARIFICATION, WITH INFO COPY TO HAY AKA WA, STA. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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